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Why College?  We Asked Antony….  

 

  

  

My experience of college is that you have a lot 

more freedom and can do a lot more than at high 

school. You can try out lots of career courses. I did 

well with my culinary arts final but decided to try 

other courses. 

Think College Announces Mini-Grant Awards for Promoting Inclusive Postsecondary Education  

Options for People with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities 
 

Think College, at the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI) at the University of Massachusetts Boston, with funding from the 

Administration on Developmental Disabilities, announced that 8 University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabili-

ties (UCEDD) were selected for mini-grants to participate in a comprehensive national training initiative to measurably increase 

the participation of individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities in postsecondary education.  

 

The UCEDD’s will work in partnership with their state Developmental Disabilities’ Council and other key stakeholders to cre-

ate an action plan to increase opportunities for inclusive postsecondary education for people with intellectual/developmental 

disabilities. 

 

Twenty-six applications were submitted for project funding.  "We were so pleased with the quality of the proposals submitted, 

and wish that enough resources had been available to fund many more of the proposals," said Cate Weir, Project Coordinator 

and Debra Hart, Principal Investigator. 

 

Awardees of the 2009 Think College Mini-grant Competition are: 
 

Florida Center for Inclusive Communities, University of South Florida 
      PI: Tammy Jorgensen-Smith, PhD 

 
Institute for Disability Studies, University of Southern Mississippi 

      PI: Jane Siders, EdD 

Center for Development and Disability, University of New Mexico 

      PI: Cate McClain, MD 

Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities, University of Nevada 

      PI: Mary Bryant 

Strong Center for Developmental Disabilities, University of Rochester Medical Center 

      PI: Martha Mock, PhD 

North Dakota Center for Persons with Disabilities, Minot State University 
      PI: Brent Askvig, PhD  

 
Partnership for People with Disabilities, Virginia Commonwealth University 

      PI: Dana Yarbrough 

Center for Disability & Community Inclusion, University of Vermont 

      PI:  Susan Ryan, PhD 

For more formation about the minigrants, visit 

http://www.aucd.org/template/news.cfm?news_id=4700&id=17.  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X7npCRzpYSCdgMYHMAKuAgmzgYA4o9QXB7FBZsAgMvIlcjVa_jPMtezC9rjPO8wfyDn0U0r-1m3V-cAylwiy28VbainTWWgDMHStnYFw9CM1A==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X6wWbFPEvFE1uewA1riw7I-1LuKOFKj6Z1LnikTlRC5vFmilH-9ov55fzhLPVjIwXCBKYAjv8w9-yLY3RDUr_eeZybA_ed0bPu00xqkLsxf_Nk76zcwrlUfIQ07ph2FHS13TretaG0PrpAH-kB--gqLM4OdoqgayyOB6yDz5cma8cXkVHoqk6me
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X5wbDE6mzMKjiceAz_HJWKmsa5Lw-vTKoGWZHT2DFkWObsYCv0r7cb_i_9Yh0wljk6w8Lk85pn3_LRXdBUM3a6EiVRGHYvEIBPF390_YSLbAg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X4bnCaDnbFn4eRONlCScfhRzbXDI4vU_wjRNl10KyGMiG4McDaIl8aXxOQ61g7wrbTFaxKYtlqw56EB799FbRi8tYQ2oIrZYunslmyFES0cw0vtvI0aUguiQTxsa11DKgXdFE4HYLA5uaWGf-s8IAmnLNI6LKUemPMlFr5rj2XDzrrJdHkSeRoq
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X49Hl400g5KSfwwLUibYUhpq5nWNyoAaD2-5-HvqJvx-tHWndRNJ5sZi1o2TMoHGz6XT6iX25h5NC-8IDw5_3UD3ix-tAh1lfY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X5jEO0fj87AITfB-5xfpVYRVJQMC3wrLvsnvWj2yTiJLfcA3UIeMqHOtWto3KsWgFdeVBSXx5-o64FcdERXopWlrScXIHwOQZTrYL5AbLYPwv9Nh1r8fSV_93v4QHArC7aNw7V_gNNjC0JvVM8rMmXkI6YFL8cjdcn3BMMKLYLOQIXzzvGdXmHj
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X4PS2ha4ttv3d2zygRpz0TAfPiKBQGWxlTGp-xwsTCkzivg02hCN_fML35veUFfKuB_-8ypaPxbzB9VOrBbmM0R87uSq3trRkM=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X6pK2BnbBHa2_vAwJ1aNLthDEr3nsHjYp9lkIvCTUEYL3soWYhjGWoAc4VfnMY1BscddsNVw4bdv98ycOPl_yphKneW0MyxhZubAqVAcmWErQrqjTpmt46CEHbIkg42E7fFwMzzfX8ZeRNOjousuVGNFIsTAZuis5afmPmFWZEZlw8_EYD-v1qg
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X5TPGf1DK-O1JSxsEKQs2-tJFCKTXVzm4c8BP2SqVebh5tIZmSjXxMqZ3feBccBvt0vwvjwUv8NscNSQYVikxBUYRg-u1sbgJZrJUGUWzbehiCYCI_j102bCIlD2HFXUSIpislNry0e-7EJteYrLxTBampq5JNXtyYTlpdxQO9wrSeHbQ_UBOxulDi1YHDVbpc=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X7mfFDAtPbMU9Msp9V3smBOSFGPItGVgjgBnAKIK-j5zT5am1jfMCArEf2ST19e6WKpNOgzrS2f_DT31t1IBQUJLCRw3usfKBFVpsODcMmgh63eefmOCdKEgJqF5S4B-5rbGcwjDOkh1FAaie9t73oJx7s3t-H3NGNwHWHxII3eVwIAsIpxDATN-yanzKROsx831Udhj
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X731NrjNqjchLdJnO8AKMcbMX5tBb2ea2sLVcs2j_t24kVHHYeAC3-YRdFrFTMJZq8UXGMpDBEw_TqUI9EjWNWZbYkWmGU75e8=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X5BZPv2U66i2G13ThDWeg6CkALfTzhti5hxiHnkXjdzNNYQfYJt7QUURm3h1r-JX9HtiLLwbvhhIoCXWltA_tFUNYpaRfBcgjUfbk6ba5zuXojR5_RejpAzw0qeHmnSm_OlmWgi3GWInlL7YPcLoh0FYponQTvV-3G4X3t3vGAoTtzr8jgCUozq
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X4H1UPg2EbD-n0PExoHRdH3HvrCf58wFqUJWQK-EZBcg9ogPVO4MNyRjToztxJgig-d4ek-gqEJK1DMmHoNKOXXpeQ1r3VX4JMZu1lHXzYi9Yh2DuMJMqS4
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X6S3mDLLKeNcpc_h2lBVP-xjLmS685G60XraDa7hd25FPYDjMXEL-JWz5ErJAzIj886cT0OldDcpZKGIy8-eJhhrocOsZqKdym_MRNjcLQCag-Rz9kamRQb4bPRn9j1JIPFq_IyeVUroWJY60PoPHF6x8AXQ6WR5N4Yjq89zCjLfykG84l50hhs
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X6xB9j5Zd5UMbB0kE7Gyzimx0Ph6nJk94S3pElrcQh4P9WSXwEbs2Fv3k8T4emoBff593VMR4hPIaMx1hEUnkLuTYY5TiRy87mODKaFiilmzOv1xxvo9jmo
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X40bPkJesOm3nR3gVsY1QQKO8OYILviwtqfSuqTWWFUhTdZ-M9Qm0npwmUQsuvJRjiS9boo4IL7PpuBdFFhlUx13gQ83h7qz3jz_1QkTryWizoJog989MikkuM4NO-QmrGZKRJUjvVVmjPSJKcqEhqPF4RomO1QdrHZ1Eej8_U4EWXZau54z3Gd
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X5DsesJ9YC6GTcgtEQfV7uG1Y2qS1AiAarmQS_TvTV-pZ-Fh7QYRLU6GJxaVtz80z1hwySNbmNjrq0T1atJOs9ysS3tNCxyj_PFUaMxqCo-NwZu40B_HC2Y1h0jQAj8vVOKyrR7ksi7EVec1L8Eu8fm1JNVkxNHsvs=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102941769801&s=665&e=001-E98eOH76X5DsesJ9YC6GTcgtEQfV7uG1Y2qS1AiAarmQS_TvTV-pZ-Fh7QYRLU6GJxaVtz80z1hwySNbmNjrq0T1atJOs9ysS3tNCxyj_PFUaMxqCo-NwZu40B_HC2Y1h0jQAj8vVOKyrR7ksi7EVec1L8Eu8fm1JNVkxNHsvs=
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Think Dormitory!  

A Micah Update from the Dorms 

 
Micah Fialka-Feldman attends classes at Oakland University and recently won a court 

case allowing him to live in the dorm.  Here's what he says about his first couple 
weeks living in the dorm….. 

I can do more living in housing on campus. I can go to the gym. I can take a cycling 
class every Friday. I am having an exciting time of living on campus. I don't have to 

wake up early and take a bus to school. I can watch cable TV. I can help more people 
out at the activities. I like all of my classes I have been taking at school this semester. 

I hope the other students that after I graduate can have the same opportunities and 
live in the dorm like I did.  I have new friends this semester.   

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Think College Capacity Building Institutes  

For people interested in providing high quality postsecondary educational opportunities for people with in-

tellectual or developmental disabilities. Scheduled or planned events currently include: 

 
March 1, 2010 in collaboration with the Tarjan Center at UCLA.  The focus of this event is supporting stu-

dents with autism in combination with intellectual disabilities in postsecondary education. 

 

April 14, 2010 in collaboration with the Annual PacRim Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 

April 19, 2010 in collaboration with Vanderbilt Kennedy Center and the Tennessee Developmental Disabili-

ties Council, Nashville, TN. 

 

For more information please visit: http://thinkcollege.net/for-professionals/training-and-technical-assistance 

and look for fliers via our listserv.   

--- 

The Pacific Rim International Conference on Disabilities  

April 12-13, 2010 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/ 

--- 

Council for Exceptional Children 2010 Convention & Expo, DDD Showcase Session  

Nashville, TN   

April 21-24, 2010 

http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ProfessionalDevelopment/ConventionExpo/ 

 

Disabilities Awareness Conference 

April 15, 2010 

Busch Campus Center 

Rutgers University 

Pisgataway, NJ 

http://lrc.rutgers.edu/dwc_home.shtml  
 

Matrix on the Think College Website  

There are a number of differences between high school and college that a student should be aware of before 

starting college. The most important thing to know is that in college you are expected to speak for yourself. 

That means meeting with staff from disability services to discuss your disability and accommodations, talking to 

your professors when you have a question or a problem and making and keeping appointments. There are 

other important differences too like the fact that in high school some of your work may have been modified.  

Visit the Think College web site to find a chart that highlights some of the key differences between high school 

and college.  

 

http://www.thinkcollege.net/for-students/understanding-college/high-schoolcollege-differences 

http://thinkcollege.net/for-professionals/training-and-technical-assistance
http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ProfessionalDevelopment/ConventionExpo/
http://lrc.rutgers.edu/dwc_home.shtml
http://www.thinkcollege.net/for-students/understanding-college/high-schoolcollege-differences
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Program Profile: The Arc Jacksonville Academy on Campus Transition (OCT) 

 
The Arc Jacksonville Academy On Campus Transition (OCT) program at the University of North Florida (UNF) 

offers students with intellectual disabilities a transition into adulthood within an inclusive college setting that 
provides opportunities to experientially learn how to become independent, engaged, well-adjusted and contrib-

uting members of society. 
 

Each student’s Program of Study is developed through a process of self-direction and collaboration that is indi-
vidually unique and results in a customized plan for achievement that focuses on: academics, academic enhance-

ment, career development, university life, health/personal growth and independent living/community life.    
 

The IDYLLIC Residential Program (Including disabled Youth Living and Learning in College) developed with the 
support of The Sontag Foundation, provides a residential extension to the Academic Program that assists the 

students toward their potential of living as independently as possible.  Additional support is provided through a 
broad range of mentors from throughout the University student body that provide academic and social supports 

for the OCT students. 
For more information visit: http://www.arcjacksonville.org/ask_academies.php#campus  
 

Watch for an up-coming brief on the OCT program through ThinkCollege.net. 

  

A Reminder: AHEAD Resources for Students and Parents 

 
The Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD), a partner of Think College, is a profes-

sional membership organization for individuals involved in the development of policy and in the provi-
sion of quality services to meet the needs of persons with disabilities involved in all areas of higher 

education.  It also has great resources for students and parents who plan to attend college.  We invite 
you to visit their Website and get acquainted with all the resources they provide:  

http://www.ahead.org/ 

Dear Think College...  

 
Dear Think College,  

  

I am a junior in high school and I want to go to college but I can't find programs near me that support students with developmental 

disabilities.  What should I do?   

  

Signed,  

  

Ambitious Eleventh Grader 

  

Dear AEG,  

  

It's time for you and your IEP team to get creative by reaching out to others in the community that can help you set and meet 

postsecondary education goals.  First, I would contact the local Vocational Rehabilitation Office and find out what relationships 

they have with local colleges.  Then, I would contact the Disability Services office at all area colleges (including private and public, 

two-year and four-year) to determine if they have any past, current, or future programming that might meet your needs.  If you 

can't find what you need, you may have to assemble a collaborative team to build programming from scratch.  This takes time and 

sometimes money but all programs begin with motivated participants.  Be sure to use the Think College database for ideas of what 
other areas are doing: http://thinkcollege.net/searchadd-programs/search-for-programs.  Good luck!   

Join us on the Think College Facebook page!   

http://www.arcjacksonville.org/ask_academies.php#campus
http://www.ahead.org/
http://www.facebook.com/thinkcollege


 

The Think College Newsletter is published monthly.   

To subscribe electronically, please send your email address to Carrie Coslin at cosl0001@umn.edu. 

 

Please distribute widely to interested parties.  

 
This newsletter was supported, in part, by a cooperative agreement from the Administration on Developmental Disabilities, 

Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human Services.  Grantees undertaking projects under government 

sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and conclusions.  Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily 

represent official Administration on Developmental Disabilities policy.  CFDA# 93-632  Grant No. 90-DD-0659  

CONSORTIUM PARTNERS— 

THE UNIVERSITY CENTERS FOR EXCELLENCE IN DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AT: 

University of Massachusetts Boston (primary)  University of Minnesota    

University of Hawaii  University of Delaware     The Ohio State University       

Vanderbilt University   University of South Carolina    

University of California Los Angeles 

In conjunction with the Association for University Centers on Disabilities  

 

 

 

http://www.communityinclusion.org/
http://www.ici.umn.edu
http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/
http://www.udel.edu/cds/
http://nisonger.osu.edu/
http://kc.vanderbilt.edu/site/ucedd/Default.aspx
http://uscm.med.sc.edu/cdrhome/index.htm
http://tarjancenter.ucla.edu/
http://www.aucd.org/template/index.cfm

