
 

 

 

VOLUME 2, NUMBER 7 

AUGUST, 2010 

A NEWSLETTER  FROM    

THE CONSORTIUM  FOR  

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION  

FOR I NDIVIDUALS  WITH   

DEVELOPMENTAL  DISABILITIES   

Why College?  We Asked Cassidyé.. 

 

This is me in my Basic Foods II class. I had to learn to take notes 

during lectures and get homework assignments done. There is a lot 

of reading in college.  

Register now! Fall Webinar Series from Think College & TASH  

 

Think College!, in collaboration with TASH, is providing an exciting five-part webinar exploring chal-

lenging and complex issues in postsecondary education for people with intellectual disabilities. Each 

webinar will examine closely the latest breakthroughs and best practices in postsecondary education, 

including practical research-based strategies to enhance educational opportunities for people with intel-

lectual disabilities.  

 

For more information please visit: 

http://www.tash.org/dev/TashAdmin/PDF/Think%20College%20Session%20Description.pdf 

 

SEPTEMBER 15 SESSION 1 

Postsecondary Education for People with Intellectual Disabilities: Overview, Higher Education 

Opportunity Act, Benefits, Best Practices and Quality Indicators. 

Debra Hart, Cate Weir, ICI, UMass Boston, Boston, Mass.; Katie Apostolides, student, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 

Claire Bible, student, Edgewood College, Madison, Wis. 

 

This webinar is the first in a series that will cover issues related to postsecondary education for stu-

dents with intellectual disabilities. The session is an overview of what is happening nationally, recent 

changes to the Higher Education Opportunity Act that relate to students with intellectual disabilities 

and a review of benefits and emerging standards and quality indicators for these programs. 

 

SEPTEMBER 22 SESSION 2 

Funding Postsecondary Programs for Students with Intellectual Disabilities 

Judy Shanley, Office of Postsecondary Education, U.S. Dept. of Education, Washington, D.C.; Paula Sot-

nick, National Service Inclusion Project, University of Massachusetts Boston, Boston, Mass.; Carole 

Gothelf, AHRC, New York, N.Y. (Cont. on Page 2) 

Think College on YouTube!   

 "I Want to go to College" illustrates the Think College initiative to include students with intellectual disabili-

ties in postsecondary education 

http://www.tash.org/dev/TashAdmin/PDF/Think%20College%20Session%20Description.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mxa0MDzbHvs
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Webinars Continuedé. 
 

This webinar will feature several speakers who will discuss creative approaches to the funding of postsecondary programs. 

These funding approaches will include the use of Medicaid funds, how to take advantage of education awards through na-

tional and community service programs as well as the new access to financial aid that students with intellectual disabilities 

now have as a result of changes to the Higher Education Opportunity Act. 

 

SEPTEMBER 29 SESSION 3 

Transition to College for Students with Intellectual Disabilities 

Meg Grigal, TransCen, Inc., Rockville, Md. 

 

Helping students with intellectual disabilities from school to adult life can be an overwhelming experience. This presenta-

tion will share information on how college and other adult learning opportunities might be possible for students with intel-

lectual and developmental disabilities. Meg will share strategies and ideas to help transition specialists, educators and par-

ents of transition-aged youth get a handle on what they want to do to support a smooth transition to college. 

 

OCTOBER 6 SESSION 4  

Creating Inclusive College Options: Strategies and Promising Practices 

Molly Boyle, ICI, UMass Boston, Boston, Mass.; Jill Sloan, Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw, Ga.; Paulette Apostilides, 

parent, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Student presenter TBA. 

 

This session will feature presentation of promising practices in postsecondary education for people with intellectual dis-

abilities from professionals, parents and students. Participants will have an opportunity to learn specific strategies that 

work from people with first-hand experience. 

 

OCTOBER 13 SESSION 5  

Strategies to Support Employment in PSE Programs 

Amy Dwyre, TransCen, Inc. Rockville. Md.; Student presenters TBA  

 

Learn about specific strategies that support employment outcomes, how college course access can support career inter-

ests, and hear from a professional, a student, and a parent about how going to college and starting a career can be suc-

cessful for students with ID.  

 

 

The Think College session on the first full day of the AHEAD conference drew a packed house of participants 

seeking to learn more about students with intellectual disabilities as one of the emerging populations for col-

leges and universities. Debra Hart and Cate Weir described the changes to the Higher Education Opportu-

nity Act that have encouraged the development of postsecondary education opportunities for students with 

intellectual disabilities.  The presenters also described the current state of practices and discussed emerging 

best practices in the provision of appropriate accommodations and services to students with intellectual dis-

abilities.  

Full House for Think College Session during the AHEAD Conference  
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Capacity Building Seminar Preconference at the AHEAD Conference   

Think College provided a Capacity Building Institute as a pre-conference session to the 

AHEAD Conference recently in Denver, Colorado.  Attended by over 25 people from 

across the United States and Canada, the Institute provided an overview of the philosophy 

and impetus behind Think Collegeõs efforts to encourage and support post-secondary op-

tions for students with intellectual disabilities, shared key items within the new Higher 

Education Act that are specific to students with intellectual disabilities, and stimulated a 

rich conversation around strategies to address practical aspects of developing programs on 

campuses.  

Presenters were (left to right): Cate Weir, Project 

Coordinator for the NIDRR funded Center on Post-

secondary Education for Individuals with Intellectual 

Disabilities and the ADD funded Consortium on Post-

secondary Education for Individuals with Develop-

mental Disabilities, Molly Boyle, Project Coordinator 

for the Equity and Excellence project and Debra Hart, 

Director of the Education and Transition Team, all 

from the Institute for Community Inclusion at the 

University of Massachusetts in Boston.  

20th  Anniversary of the Americans with Disability Act  

 
July 26, 2010 marked the 20th Anniversary of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). Celebrations 

were held throughout the country honoring those who not only took part in its creation, but those 

that have worked through those 20 years to increase awareness, education and access for people with 

disabilities. 

 

President Obama acknowledged the Anniversary saying, òToday, as we commemorate what the ADA 

accomplished, we celebrate who the ADA was all about. It was about the young girl in Washington 

State who just wanted to see a movie at her hometown theater, but was turned away because she had 

cerebral palsy; or the young man in Indiana who showed up at a worksite, able to do the work, excited 

for the opportunity, but was turned away and called a cripple because of a minor disability he had al-

ready trained himself to work with; or the student in California who was eager and able to attend the 

college of his dreams, and refused to let the iron grip of polio keep him from the classroom ñ each of 

whom became integral to this cause.ó 

 
Remarks by the President on 20th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

 

http://www.ahead.org/conferences/2010
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-20th-anniversary-americans-with-disabilities-act
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New to Think College?  
 

If you are new to Think College, please visit our web site www.thinkcollege.net where there are many useful 

resources that can be found for students, families and professionals.  Some highlights include: 

 

¶A searchable data base of postsecondary initiatives from across the country designed to assist professionals, 

students or their families in locating an initiative, to provide examples of the range of postsecondary educa-

tion services available for students with intellectual disabilities as well as to compile on-going identification 

and documentation of initiatives nationally. 

 
¶A searchable literature data base, this database consists of annotated listings of books, journal articles, and 

other publications related to the topic of postsecondary education and people with intellectual/

developmental disabilities 

 
¶Students sharing their postsecondary experiences through voice threads in the student section.  Voice 

threads are created by students so they can talk to other students enrolled in college and compare notes. 

With this work, students are helping professionals understand what's going well, what recommendations they 

have to improve their college experience and what suggestions they have for younger students who are 

thinking about college. 

¶Helpful tools and resources can be found within the family section of the Think College website including a 

checklist that students and parents can use to help ease the transition into college.  The checklist is designed 

to give family members an easy to use list of topics that should be taken into consideration when discussing 

transition from high school to college. 

 

Differences between High School and College for Youth with Intellectual Disabilities: From the 

Think College Website   

The information below highlights some of the important differences between high school and college, and these 

may pose some difficulties as students move into college.  However, there are strategies that are being used 

across the country to assist students with intellectual and other developmental disabilities to negotiate and 

overcome these potential issues.  

 
 

  

  

 

Differences in LEGAL PROTECTIONS  

High School:  College:  

The law is the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA) -- an " entitlement" law intended to guar-

antee persons with disabilities a free and appropriate 

primary and secondary education. IDEA is about suc-

cess. Funding is mandated to identify children with sig-

nificant problems and provide them with appropriate 

services that facilitate successful learning, including 

course modifications. Education is a RIGHT and must 

be provided in an appropriate environment to all indi-

viduals. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) gives parents certain rights with respect to 

their children's education records. Student and parent 

advocates for student, and family input is actively 

sought 

Laws are Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.--"non-

discrimination" statutes that are based on a civil rights 

model. They aren't entitlement laws, and they don't 

guarantee successful learning or mandate the creation of 

special programs for persons with disabilities. ADA is 

about access. The goal of Section 504 and the ADA is to 

remove barriers and to guarantee reasonable accommo-

dations so that persons with disabilities have an oppor-

tunity to participate. FERPA transfers privacy rights to 

the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or 

attends a school beyond the high school level. Parents 

do not have the right to review their childõs college re-

cords without the written permission of the student. 

http://www.thinkcollege.net
http://thinkcollege.net/databases/programs-database?view=programsdatabase
http://thinkcollege.net/databases/literature
http://thinkcollege.net/for-students/students-speak/voicethreads
file:///C:/Users/AppData/Local/Temp/This%20checklist%20is%20designed%20to%20give%20family%20members%20an%20easy%20to%20use%20list%20of%20topics%20that%20should%20be%20taken%20into%20consideration%20when%20discussing%20transition%20from%20high%20school%20to%20
http://www.thinkcollege.net/glossary#11
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Differences  Continuedé. 

 
Differences in LEGAL PROTECTIONS  

Impact on Students with ID  

This important and far-reaching change in legal protections has implications for all students with disabilities 

as they move to college. Because a college education is not a RIGHT, participation in college courses is of-

ten a negotiation between the college and the student. Students with intellectual disabilities are taking col-

lege classes, but that participation is often negotiated on a case by case basis, as they are not legally required 

to allow participation of students that are not deemed òotherwise qualifiedó to take a course. On campuses 

where there is an established program for students with intellectual disabilities, the staff of the program may 

assist with those negotiations. It is important to note that with appropriate supports in place, students with 

labels of intellectual disability are finding success in college courses of all types. 
 

 
 

 
 

Differences in ADVOCACY  

High School:  College:  

Parents are actively involved in advocating for ap-

propriate services and supports for their children. 

Schools reach out to parents and their participation 

is required. Parents talk directly to their childõs 

teachers on a regular basis. 

Students are expected to advocate for themselves. 

Parent involvement is not always actively sought, 

and may be discouraged at times. College faculty 

and staff do not typically communicate with parents 

directly. 

Impact on Students with ID  

This difference highlights the importance of self-advocacy skills. Students should be actively participating 

in their IEPs while in high school. They should be learning to speak for themselves and to advocate for 

their own needs. It also reminds parents that as their sons and daughters grow up, their role of parent 

becomes one of supporter and coach; no longer are they able to coordinate their childõs educational ser-

vices. One successful strategy that has been used to assist the student to make this big leap into self ad-

vocacy is the use of forms or letters that a student can use to introduce themselves to a faculty member 

and explain their learning needs. 

Differences in INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLANS AND EDUCATIONAL SUPPORTS  

High School:  College:  

The IEP Team, which includes the student and school 

district develops Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and 

must follow this legal document in the provision of 

educational services. Core modifications of classes and 

materials are required. The School, with student and 

family input, is responsible for arranging for accommo-

dations and modifications 

There are no IEPs in college. The Disability Services 

Office will develop an accommodation plan based on 

documentation of disability that is provided by the stu-

dent. Modifications are not required- only accommoda-

tions. Student must request accommodations from the 

college Disability Services Office. 

Impact on Students with ID  

Students with intellectual disabilities may have had course modifications in their IEPs. In college courses taken 

for credit, modifications are not allowed. Some colleges work with faculty or a facilitator to identify course 

modifications or to create an individualized set of expectations for the course. In these cases, students would 

not receive a college credit. Accommodations are provided to students with disabilities, typically through the 

Disability Services Office. While it is expected that college students meet with the DSO to arrange for these 

accommodations themselves, there may be some support to help students with intellectual disabilities become 

familiar with these services or there might be a separate or additional service coordinator or coach to guide/

mentor the student. Some students might still have an IEP, if they are participating in college classes while still 

in high school. The college is not expected to enforce or provide modifications or accommodations included in 

the IEP. These remain the responsibility of the IEP team. 

http://www.thinkcollege.net/glossary#12


 

The Think College Newsletter is published monthly.   

To subscribe electronically, please send your email address to Carrie Coslin at cosl0001@umn.edu. 

 

Please distribute widely to interested parties.  

 
This newsletter was supported, in part, by a cooperative agreement from the Administration on Developmental Disabilities, 

Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human Services.  Grantees undertaking projects under government 

sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and conclusions.  Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily 

represent official Administration on Developmental Disabilities policy.  CFDA# 93-632  Grant No. 90-DD-0659  

CONSORTIUM  PARTNERSñ 

THE UNIVERSITY  CENTERS FOR EXCELLENCE  IN  DEVELOPMENTAL  D ISABILITIES  AT : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Massachusetts Boston  (primary)  University of Minnesota     

University of Hawaii   University of Delaware      The Ohio State University        

Vanderbilt University    University of South Carolina     

University of California Los Angeles  

In conjunction with the Association for University Centers on Disabilities   

Upcoming Events  

 

Self Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE) Conference  

August 18th, 2010 

https://www.tcconline.com/registration/event/84858165 

 

2010 Closing the Gap Conference  

October 21, 2010 to October 23, 2010 in Bloomington, Minnesota 

http://www.closingthegap.com/conference/  

 

TASH 35 th  Annual Conference  

December 8 ð 11, 2010 in Denver Colorado. Think College will present at TASH Tech on 12/8/10. 

http://www.tash.org/2010tash/index.htm  


