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 Ian is a Program Specialist in the Department of Education. Since 2010 he has worked in Federal Student Aid’s Policy Liaison & Implementation Office. Ian focuses on regulatory proposals for student loans and funding for students with intellectual disabilities. Also has been involved in Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program.
· Support for Students with Intellectual Disabilities:

Distinction in two sources of funding for programs/students with intellectual disabilities-

-Under Higher Education Act, Title VII the Office of Postsecondary Education has ability to give discretionary grants to Institutes of Higher Ed. for the development of TPSID programs. 
-Note: Receipt of TPSID grant does NOT mean school is entitled to receive aid for students with intellectual disabilities.

Title IV- Part of Higher Ed Act (HEA) that produced FAFSA, gives money to students directly. 

-In 2008, HEA amended to allow an eligible student demonstrating financial need with an intellectual disability attending an eligible comprehensive transition and postsecondary (CTP) program to receive aid from the following Title IV programs:
· Federal Pell Grant,
· Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant, and
· Federal Work-Study
· In 2009, Government Published Implementing regulations can be found at 34 C.F.R. 668, Subpart O
Three Eligibility Pieces Related to How Students get Financial Aid:
· Student Eligibility;
· Program Eligibility & Approval; and
· Demonstrating Financial Need (FAFSA).
-Generally, students enrolled in CTP programs must meet same standards of eligibility as students seeking Title IV aid EXCEPT the students:
· Are NOT required to be working toward a degree or certificate;
· Are NOT required to have a high school diploma, GED, or have passed an ‘ability-to-benefit test’; and
· Must maintain satisfactory academic progress under school’s policy for students in the CTP Program.
· Students cannot be duly enrolled in institutions of secondary and post-secondary education. 
Student Eligibility: Intellectual Disabilities & Documentation:
· Student must also have an intellectual disability as defined in 34 CFR 668.231(b):
· Must have a significant cognitive impairment, AND
· Must be or have been eligible for FAPE under IDEA
-Institution determines if student meets specialized eligibility criteria (above) and must 
· Documentation requirement may be satisfied by:
· A record from an LEA showing:
· The student is or was eligible for special education and related services under IDEA; and
· That the student has an intellectual disability.  
· If record from LEA does not specifically identify the intellectual disability, the institution must obtain additional documentation, such as:
· A documented, comprehensive, and individualized evaluation and diagnosis of an intellectual disability by a psychologist or other qualified professional; or
· A record of the disability from a local or State educational agency or government agency that identifies the intellectual disability.
Questions?

Chris Wright: So students enrolled in CTP programs are not eligible for Subsidized, Unsubsidized and Parent Plus Loans?

Cate- No, the students in CTP are not eligible for Title IV loan programs. 

Wanda Garrin: So what kind of grants, scholarships can children with LD apply for if they want to go to college? 

Ian- Students are eligible for Federal Pell Grant, Federal Work Study, and Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant. FAFSA is also used for various state grants/ scholarships (varies very much by state in terms of eligibility.) 
Cate- At the ICI, we are working on a new list of scholarships for students with intellectual disabilities such as down syndrome. Those will be on our website, the Think College Site. 
Keri Ross: Does the evaluation need to be an IQ test specifically or can it be an individualized adaptive scale?

Ian:Federal regulations require it is an individualized examination given by a mental health professional with expertise in the area. Regulations do not require that it is an IQ test.

Program Eligibility: Regulatory Elements of a CTP Program
· CTP Program is defined in 34 C.F.R.668.231
· CTP Program Must:
· Be offered by an Institute of Higher Education (IHE) participating in Title IV programs 
· Be delivered to students physically attending the IHE (off campus elements allowed such as internships, but NOT online programs or programs via correspondence)
· Be designed to support students with intellectual disabilities (ID) in preparation for gainful employment
· Include an advising and curriculum structure
· Require students with ID to interact with non-ID students (this is to benefit both ID and non-ID students)
· One-half of participation in academic components (can be credit-bearing courses, auditing courses, or internships)
· Other opportunities for inclusive coursework and activities
Program Eligibility: Generally
· Must meet the basic program eligibility requirements in 34 CFR 668.8.
· Must also meet specialized program eligibility requirements in 34 CFR 668.232:
· Apply to the Department of Education;
· Meet the definition of a CTP Program;
· Have a Satisfactory Academic Progress(SAP) Policy for the CTP Program;
· Offer a credential (degree or certificate) or have identified outcomes for enrolled students; Note- CTP program does not need to offer a degree or certificate program to be eligible, 
· Notify its accrediting agency in writing that it is offering a CTP Program 
· Have an established program length in weeks of instructional time and credits/clock hours.
Questions?

Trey Hebron/Crystal Makowski: So the logistics surrounding the validity of the degree or certificate lies within the individual program?

Ian: The CTP program can offer a degree, certificate, or neither. The program itself would determine this, which means you would not have two students enrolled in one CTP program with one receiving a certificate and one receiving nothing. 

Anita Moore: Must all students progress through the CTP program at the same pace?

Ian: The student will only be eligible for Title IV funding by completing the program at 150% of what the published program length is, so if you have a program that runs 1 year, the student must complete the program in a year and a half to receive Title IV funding. There is no requirement that says students need to move through the program at the same pace.

Chris Wright: How many CTPs are currently receiving Title IV funding?  
Cate: At this time, 6 have been approved. 

Trey Hebron/Crystal Makowski: Is there a universal degree passed out among all CTP’s or do the certificates vary from program to program?

Cate: There is no universal degree, the certificates vary from program to program. 

Approval Process: Department of Education Approval Required
· Normally the DOE does not review program curricula, however, accrediting agencies do not currently have capacity to approve CTP Programs.
· Until accrediting agencies can review CTP Programs, the Department will review programs.
· As of now, CTP programs looking to receive Title IV aid must submit a much more in depth extensive documentation to the DOE to be eligible for Title IV (likely more documentation than they are generally accustomed in accreditation)
    (Approval Process: General Information
· Described in detail with step by step instruction here: IFAP Electronic Announcement 2011-06-06: (General) Title IV Eligibility for an Institution’s Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary Program for Students with Intellectual Disabilities, available at:
· http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/060611TitleIVEligInstitComprehensiveTransition.html 
· Requires program representatives and Financial Aid Administrators to work closely as there is extensive information that must be submitted.
· Apply for Approval using the Application for Approval to Participate in the Federal Student Financial Aid Programs (E-App): www.eligcert.ed.gov.
· Program Eligibility: E-App & Supporting Documentation
· Financial Aid Administrator completes E-App with input from program representative
· Section A – Allows you to indicate that the reason you are submitting an updated E-Application is you wish to add a CTP Program. 
· Section E- Most of the CTP-specific information will be entered. Specifically will be program’s name, classification of instructional program (CIP code-30.9999), report program length plus weeks of instructional time(length of full program, not length of academic year) Also report credit-bearing and non credit-bearing classes. If applicable, report type of credit hour being awarded (semester, quarter…etc.) Also date program first provided.  
· Section L – Head of institution must sign, physically be mailed. 
· Program representative provides the following supporting documentation (submitted via e-mail):
· Detailed narrative description of how the CTP program meets all of the specific program eligibility requirements
· Detail satisfactory academic progress policy for CTP students
· Include letter to accrediting agency
· First: Internal review by DOE of general program eligibility requirements, including Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Policy
· Next: External Review of narrative description by external contractors for clear explanation of how all required elements at met
· External review by professionals with expertise in CTP – offer recommendations
· Additional information may be requested 
· Institutions can reapply if they are not initially approved
Program Eligibility: Approval Process & Helpful Hints
· Formatting:
· Use page numbers and institutional name in header.
· Ensure you address all program requirements identified in the definition at 34 C.F.R.668.231.
· Clearly identify when each requirement is being addressed by citing to the component of the regulations.
· Be explicit – provide examples.
· Include supporting materials such as curriculum for CTP program or student testimonials.
· Limited to 30 pages TOTAL (including supporting materials.
· E-App
· Verify correct program length is identified.
· Include non-credit classes and internships/work-based training.
· Must be rooted and reported in clock hours for Title IV purposes because not awarding a degree.  See 34 CFR 668.8(k)(1)(i)-(ii).
· Credit hours reported must be based on conversion formula contained in 34 CFR 668.8(l).
· Semester hour = 37.5 clock hours;
· Trimester hour = 37.5 clock hours; and
· Quarter hour = 25 clock hours
· Clock-hour defined in 600.2(b) as instructional time as well as internships, work-based training..etc. 

Related Issues Regarding Application, Gainful Employment…etc. 
· Student eligibility starts with the academic term during which the approval is received, even if the term has already started (students could be retroactively awarded aid during that term.)  
· The eligibility would not apply to terms or payment periods prior to that time.
· When an application to add a CTP program is submitted there is no interruption in federal aid for other students.  
Gainful Employment 

A CTP Program is a program that:
· “Is designed to support students with intellectual disabilities
· “Who are seeking to continue academic, career and technical, and independent  living instruction
· “At an institution of higher education
· “In order to prepare for gainful employment.” 
· By definition, CTP Programs are Gainful Employment (GE) Programs.
· Therefore, required to comply with all GE requirements the same as all other GE Programs.
Gainful Employment Resources:
· GE Questions & Answers are posted on IFAP at: http://ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/2011GEFAQ.html.
· General GE Information may also be obtained on IFAP at: http://ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/index.html.
· If you still have questions about GE requirements, please send a message to:
· GE-Questions@ed.gov.
Questions
Noemi Silva/Lone Star College System: I am at a college that offers a program specifically for students with intellectual and cognitive disabilites.... as long as this program meets the requirements for CTP, then most likely it can qualify as a CTP?

Ian- As long as your program meets the regulatory requirements for a CTP program, the program meets general eligbility requirements, it is likely you would qualify for a CTP program. 
Sue Onaitis: Some of our students receive traditional financial aid and are limited to 30 credits of foundations or pre-college classes (remedial course.) Will students who receive financial aid through the CTP limited to 30 hours of foundations credits, as well?
Ian- Generally students are eligible to receive Title IV aid for a limited number of remedial courses. I would think students enrolled in CTP programs would be limited to the same number of remedial coursework.

Ellen Contopidis: are there other advantages of obtaining CTP status?
Really its only advantage is allowing the awarding of federal funds under Title IV.
Demonstrating Financial Need: The Basics
· Apply for Title IV eligibility using the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 
· FAFSA collects student and parent financial information, determines financial need.
Financial Need = Cost of Attendance – Expected Family Contribution – Estimated Financial Assistance.
· For more information, see The EFC Formula 2011-2012 on IFAP at: http://www.ifap.ed.gov/efcformulaguide/attachments/101310EFCFormulaGuide1112.pdf 
· Demonstrating Financial Need: Completing the FAFSA
· Student may complete the FAFSA before program approval has been given.
· For all questions, students should select the answer that best reflects their situation.
· Questions 26, 29, 30, and 94 are especially relevant to CTP Program enrollees.
· 26 = High School Completion- Many students with intellectual disabilities do not receive a high school diploma. Unless the student receives a full high school diploma, you can’t mark down that the student received a high school diploma (it is perfectly acceptable.) Regardless, these programs can award aid to students regardless of the diploma. 
· 29 = Grade-Level- Answer whatever response is most accurate. This will not affect the student’s ability to receive aid. 
· 30 = Degree or Certification Program- These programs do not need to lead to a degree or certificate. If the program does lead to a certificate/degree, mark it down. This will not lead to ineligibility. 
· 94 = Number of students enrolled in College- If family has two + student enrolled in college, the estimated family contribution is divided by the number of students. It does not matter if one or more of the students are enrolled in a CTP program.  
Questions?

Kris Hatcher: If a student in the program lives in some sort of "group home" would that be considered "On-Campus" for need determination?
Ian: I don’t know exactly how group homes are structured but it would be considered “off campus.” As with anything else, the financial aid administrator at the advising institution should use his/her professional judgment about rationale for off campus or at home. 
Chris Wright: Since loans are not an option, would it not benefit a student to not enter a CTP until age 24? They would then be an independant student and aid is based on their income and assets only.
Ian- This is correct, unless the student is considered independent for other reasons before the age of 24. Obviously if you do delay enrolling in these programs, you would be delaying the educational enrichment they provide. 
Web Resources
· Student Aid on the Web: http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/aideligibility.jsp 
-Details the basic student eligibility requirements.
-Links to the regulatory requirements for a CTP Program.
-Links to a list of approved CTP Programs (updated every month- there are 

more applications pending)
Training Opportunities
· For Financial Aid Administrators: Session at Annual FSA Conference entitled “Schools Planning to Add a Program or Location”. There will be a representative addressing CTP programs. 
· Located at MGM Grand Conference Center in Las Vegas, NV from November 29 – December 2, 2011.
· Registration is free; closes November 11.
· More information at: http://fsaconferences.ed.gov.
Questions
Keri Rossi: In the first slides of the presentation you referenced the TPSID grants. It was my understanding that those were cut and collapsed into FIPSE, which was also cut. Is there any info on the future of the TPSID grants?
Ian- I don’t work in the section of the Department that deals with TPSID grants, so I am unable to give a lot of information. I do know all TPSID grant awardees have been selected. I am not sure if the grants are awarded on a rolling basis. 

Cate- TPSID grants are funded for FY2012. We know we have at least one more year of funding. 
